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FORT FIERCE — A
state-of-the-art rohotic
system for prostate surger-
ies has already proven to
be a success at Lawnwood
Regional Medical Center
and Hearl Institube in Port
Pierci.

The hospital purchased
thie da Vinci Surgical Sys-
tem for $1.2 million in
June 2005, and has already
performed  five  proge-
duires.

"The day after surgery I
was walking, and the sec-
and day | was home,” said
Francisco Ramos of Port
St. Lucie, the first patient
operated on with the da
Vinci Surgical System, in
Septembier.

1 took my last painkillir,”
he added.

The system provides a
three- d]]]‘ILJ'IkLLI]'ld!I view of |

the prostate as the surgeon |

sits away from the patient
at a console directing the
robot. The surgeon con-
trols the robot's three arms
with hand conteols that
execute the procedure,

A binocular camera
allows greaver surgical pre-
cision and a finer degree of
accuracy by providing a
Ccrisp, high-resolution
image.

Hospital otficials say the
surgical system, named for
15th century Italian arust
and inventor Leonardo da
Vinci, offers numersts
benefits over the tradition-
al invasive surgeries used

“The day after sur
gery | was walking”

Francisco Ramos
Lawnwood patient
prostate  cancer. They
include shorter hospital
stays, reduced pain and
scarring, lower risk of
infection and tissue dam-
age, less blood loss and
fewer blood ransfusions.
Physicians have also noted
feawer complications,
faster recoveries and a
more rapid return to nor-
mal activities.

Commaon treatments for
prostate cancer include
surgery and radiation
therapy. Traditional
surgery involves Id.[gu
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